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High numbers suggest 230,000 'ghosts' have 
registered, and many are sleeping on the beach 

Registration totals confirm our reports of Gaza registering ghost voters and Beira supressing 
registration. Nationally, in municipalities 91% of voting age adults registered. In Gaza it was 129%, 
the highest in the country, which means Gaza was able to register 53,000 more voting age adults 
than the National Statistics Institute says exist. These are "ghost voters" - people who cannot exist. 
In 38 municipalities, more than half, a total of 229,671 ghost voters were registered. 

Bilene, Gaza, registered 153% - perhaps 3000 ghosts living on the beach. And beaches do attract 
- Vilankulo, Inhambane, found 11,000 ghosts and Maganja da Costa, Zambézia, found 8,000. 

But in Beira the suppression of opposition voters worked, and only 81% registered, one of the 
lowest rates in the country. 

Malema in Nampula registered double the number of voting age adults, finding 16,000 ghost 
voters. Malema currently has a municipal assembly with no majority party - 8 Frelimo, 8 Renamo 
and 1 MDM. Malema has a Renamo president who won by only 521 votes in 1998, so these ghost 
voters could tip the balance for Frelimo. In Gurue in Zambézia Frelimo has only a one seat 
majority, so 20,000 ghost voters could help keep Frelimo in power. 

In some places the unusual numbers have explanations. Cabo Delgado has many displaced 
people and registration numbers were high, especially in Ibo (194%), Pemba  (113%) and Mueda 
(152%). We do not count these as "ghost voters". 

By contrast Niassa has the lowest registration, at just 66%. Some provincial capitals had low 
registration: Lichinga, the lowest in the country at 52% and Tete and Nampula both at 69%. 

There is also some suggestion that significant numbers of people living outside a municipality 
decided to illegally register to vote inside. For example Xai Xai district registered 97% of its voting 
age adults, but Xai Xai city registered 137%, and the extra 24,000 voters probably came from 
outside the municipality but within the district. 
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Observers find problems in Zambezia, Matola 
Observers yesterday (7 June) found most registration posts open but very few people checking their 
registration. But in Matola, none of five posts visited was open. 

In Zambezia of 24 posts visited by observers yesterday, 5 were closed and 11 were open but did not 
display the registration books because they had not been printed or because this had not been 
authorised by STAE. Observers were barred from the post at EPC de Coalane in Quelimane with 
brigade members saying that they were told by STAE director João Cassamo that observation was 
not permitted. 
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