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In this issue 
Insurgents push south 
+ First attacks in Nampula 
+ 12 attacks in 'safe' Ancuabe 
+ 3 other Cabo Delgado districts hit 
+ More fighting in Nangade, Macomia 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Insurgents surge south: 
   hit graphite mine  
   make first attacks in Nampula 
   move closer to Pemba 
 
Insurgents are attacking farther south than ever before, with attacks just 45 km from Pemba, and 
the first attacks in Nampula province. The main N1 road and mining projects were disrupted. As 
predicted, the heavy military presence of Rwandan troops in Palma and Mocimboa da Praia merely 
caused the guerrillas to disperse and open new fronts. (this newsletter 598, 6 June; Financial Mail 
3 June) 
 
In just two weeks insurgents have been active in four districts which never suffered guerrilla 
attacks before. Fighters moved south into Ancuabe and then further south into Chiure and Mecufi 
Districts. Then they crossed the Lúrio River into Nampula province, for the first attacks south of 
Cabo Delgado. 
 
Two attacks took place in Memba district, in northeast Nampula province, near the Lúrio river. On 
17 June there was an attack on Lúrio town in Mithopue and Okhole neighbourhoods, and on 20 
June another attack was reported. Ikweli reports that local people say it was a recruiting mission. 
 
The move south since the beginning of June involved at least 23 attacks with 22 civilians and two 
police killed. UNHCR says there are 17,000 newly displaced people. 
 

12 attacks in previously unaffected Ancuabe district 
 
Since 5 June there have been at least 16 deaths in 12 attacks in Ancuabe district, south of the war 
affected zone. It contains important mining projects and the junction of two main roads, the N1 
which goes south from Pemba, and the N380 which goes north to the gas fields. Many villages in 
the area have been abandoned. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) estimates that 
over 11,000 people fled in wake of the attack on Nanduli, to Ancuabe town, Pemba and Chiure. 
 
The insurgent sweep south started with attacks on 31 May in Quissanga district. Seeing the 
insurgents move south, defence forces set up a base in northern Ancuabe but the guerrillas 
bypassed it. The first Ancuabe attack was in Nanduli village, on the N380 road, on 5 June; one 
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person was killed and houses burned. One woman who was captured after the Nanduli attack and 
taken to the Pulo forest claimed she saw at least 60 insurgents. She was subsequently released 
and told by the insurgents to spread the message that they are coming. 
 
In addition the insurgents sacked a nearby farm to General Alberto Chipande, an independence 
war veteran and a member of the Frelimo Political Commission; a farm guard was decapitated. 
Days later Chipande moved his animals to a safer farm. 
 
On 8 June governor Valige Taube was at Silva Macua, at the junction of the N1 and N380, 
reassuring civilians it was safe to go home. At the same time, just 15 km away from Silva Macua 
and 45 km from Pemba, insurgents attacked the site being developed by the graphite mining 
company Grafex, owned by Australian Triton Minerals. Two guards were beheaded and the 
company could not reach the site for two weeks. 
 
This caused panic. Syrah Resources, another Australian graphite miner with a concession in 
Balama, 200 km away, suspended all personnel and logistics movements for a week. Military 
convoys were imposed on parts of the N1 and N380. Many villagers fled. 
 
Construction of Mozambique’s biggest solar power plant was halted based on security fears 
following nearby insurgent attacks. The plant in Metoro on the N1 in Ancuabe has more than 
120,000 solar panels, which are expected to generate 41MW, and had only just been inaugurated. 
French majority owner Neoen decided to evacuate all staff. 
 
On 9 June close in Ntutupue insurgents killed an artisanal miner in front of a colleague, who was 
told to run to the village and tell what happened. On 11 and 13 June Ntutupue village was attacked 
with six people killed. 
 
President Filipe Nyusi went to Ancuabe to Thursday 16 June to combat "disinformation" and 
"rumours" and to say that security forces were in control and it was safe to return. He said the 
attack on Nanduli was an act of desperation, of terrorists on the run from defence forces. 
 
The response was rapid .On Saturday 18 June the villages of Nitwita, Nanoa and Macaia, all on 
the N380 road, were attacked. Two riot police were ambushed and killed and their car burned; two 
civilians were killed and many houses burned.  
 

Ancuabe one of 'safest' districts 
 
Ancuabe "was one of the safest districts in Cabo Delgado," said United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHC) representative in Mozambique, Samuel Chakwera, on 17 
June. Around 1,000 families displaced by the war in the north of the province had fled there, and 
UNHCR was implementing a model project for the resettlement of war displaced people there 
because the zone was so safe. 
 
He added that that insecurity is hampering humanitarian assistance to the displaced. Humanitarian 
assistance "agencies are not able to visit some of these places. They cannot go to Ancuabe, to 
Metuge and to Montepuez."  
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Action in 3 other southern districts 
 
Insurgents also moved south to Chiúre district, which is south of Ancuabe and north of the 
Lúrio River, which is the boundary between Cabo Delgado and Nampula. On 11 June insurgents 
attacked Mazeze Village where four civilians were killed and houses burned. The next day 
insurgents reportedly attacked nearby Retene village. These were the first insurgent attacks in 
Chiúre district. 
 
Both villages are 50 km inland on the road in the narrow strip of Chiúre - Mazeze administrative 
post - that goes east to the sea. Thus it seems likely that insurgents crossed the river to Memba 
from that area. 
 
There have also been two attacks in Metuge district, probably near the border with Ancuabe, on 6 
and 16 June, with two deaths.  
 
And there were three attacks in Mucufi district, south of Pemba, on 13, 14, 15 June, with two 
deaths. The village of Mankuiaya was attacked on 13 June; a man was decapitated and the head 
given to a woman who was told to present it to the authorities in Mpiri and Nipataku villages. 
Provincial governor Valige Tauabo visited the district and confirmed the raids. In Macuaia village, 
the attackers looted two shops. 
 
The intensification of violence in Cabo Delgado in recent weeks is causing concern internationally. 
On 9 June, the Australian government advised all Australian nationals in the province to “leave the 
area if it’s safe to do so” as “there is an extreme risk of terrorism” which may “target areas 
frequented by foreigners.” There are at least three mining companies operating in Cabo Delgado 
that are listed on the Australian Securities Exchange.  
 
The UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office on 16 June tightened its restrictions and 
"now advises against all but essential travel [to] Ancuabe and Metuge district." But it loosened its 
total ban on Palma Town and Afungi to the same "advises against all but essential travel." 
 
The United States Department of State on 20 April had already said "do not travel" to 11 districts 
including Ancuabe and Metuge. And it said "reconsider travel" to Pemba because it is "vulnerable 
to attack". 
 
Rhula Focus Security Alert argues that "current information indicates that insurgent groups are 
increasing in size and appear to be raiding villages for food. Insurgents are also possibly passing 
through villages in recruitment areas to collect newly drafted insurgents." 
 
But on Tuesday 21 June Cabo Delgado Governor Valige Tauabo told the provincial executive 
council that the situation is calm and security is improving. The attacks were just "terrorists in flight" 
from Mozambican defence forces. 
 
While fighting continues in Nangade and Macomia 
 
And fighting continued in June in two hot areas, northern Nangade district and northern Macomia 
district along the N380 road. 
 
Indeed, the insurgents appear to be directly challenging Nyusi. On his Cabo Delgado tour he was 
in Nangade town on 16 June. On the same day insurgents attacked Ngangolo and Lissuolo 
villages, about 20 km for Nangade town, killing five people and temporarily blocking the Nangade-
Mueda road. 
 
Battles continue in Nangade, in the north of the province, where SAMIM (SADC) troops from 
Tanzania and Lesotho have been ineffective and most fighting is by local militias, who said they 
killed seven insurgents in a battle Sunday 19 June. 
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And fighting continues in the north of Macomia district along the N380 road. On 7 June insurgents 
again attacked the village of Chai and on 8 June they attacked the base of the paramilitary riot 
police (UIR, Unidade de Intervenção Rapida) in Nova Zambezia. On 9 June there was a battle 
outside Quinto Congressso village, with IS claiming to have ambushed SAMIM soldiers. At least 
one solider and some insurgents were killed. 
 
On 8 June, Rwandan forces were reported to have killed 13 insurgents in Namaluco, an 
abandoned village in Quissanga district.  
 
(War reporting is based on Carta de Moçambique 20, 22 June; MediaFax 8, 9, 15, 20, 21 June; 
Lusa 6, 17, 20 June; Zitamar 8, 15, 17 June; Cabo Ligado 14 June; TVM 7 June; AIM 13 June; 
Rhula Focus Security Alert 13, 21 June; Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project 
(ACLED), www.acleddata.com: Ikweli 22 June. Note that spellings of villages and even the names 
themselves are not consistent in either government or media reports.) 
 
Islamic State (IS) is increasingly claiming the new attacks, and gives the attacks an 
anti-Christian aspect, burning churches and killing Catholic civilians. For example, in the attack 
on Retene, Chiúre, IS said it had killed “two Christians and burnt down 70 houses and their 
churches”.  
 
Also the insurgents interest in trying to control the two key roads is clear. The N380 is the only 
paved road north from Pemba to the gas fields. It has been subject to constant fighting in 
Macomia, and most Ancuabe attacks are near the N380. Andt it has pushed nearer the N1, the 
only road south from Pemba. 
 
Some police officers are informing insurgents of the movements of the security forces, 
Mozambican interior minister Arsenia Massingue said in Pemba. A police officer by training, she 
berated the lack of professionalism in the police while addressing a parade of police command in 
Pemba. She also claimed there was a problem with the police close protection unit (UPAI) and 
rapid response force (UIR) abandoning their posts and getting drunk. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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$2bn secret debt trial: Daily press clippings in English on https://bit.ly/Moz-Debt-Map-Trial . 
____________________________________________________ 

Important external links 
Exchange rates 2006-21 & minimum wages 1996-2021 https://bit.ly/Moz-Exch-wage-2021 
Covid-19 daily updated data https://www.facebook.com/miguel.de.brito1 and 
    https://covid19.ins.gov.mz/documentos-em-pdf/boletins-diarios/ 
Daily flood and monthly dry season reports - https://bit.ly/Moz-Flood-2022 
Cyclone trackers, https://www.cyclocane.com/ and https://www.metoc.navy.mil/jtwc/jtwc.html 
Cabo Ligado weekly report on civil war  https://www.caboligado.com/ 
Previous editions of this newsletter: https://bit.ly/MozNews2022 and http://bit.ly/MozNews2021  
Downloadable books: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books Election data: http://bit.ly/MozElData 
My Mozambique archive: http://bit.ly/Mozamb 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Cabo Delgado  
Archive with reports, detailed maps, and census data https://bit.ly/Moz-CDg 
   Special reports on the war 

Evolution of the war: global vs local. 27 Feb 2020 http://bit.ly/CDelgadoOrigins 
Religion is shaping Cabo Delgado civil war. 30 April 2020 https://bit.ly/CDelgadoReligion 
Intensifying argument over roots of war. 28 June 2020  https://bit.ly/Moz-492 



MOZAMBIQUE 599 - Mozambique news reports & clippings –22 June 2022 - 6 

Are the drums of war silencing any hope of peace? 26 July 2020 http://bit.ly/Moz-496 
A history of violence presages the insurgency. 13 August 2020 http://bit.ly/Moz-498 
Military & economic intervention. 3 Sept 2020 https://bit.ly/CDelgadoIntervene 

   Mozambique heroin transit trade 
English - LSE - 2018 - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin 
Portuguese - CIP- 2018 - http://bit.ly/HeroinaPT 
2001 first article- Metical - English and Portuguese https://bit.ly/MozHeroin2001 

   Gas for development? 
Gas_for_development_or just_for_money?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasEng 
Gás_para_desenvolvimento_ou_apenas_dinheiro?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasPt 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Background reading 
 

Special reports 
Social protection report - 2017 Mozambique - http://bit.ly/MozSocPro 
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty 

$2bn secret debt - in English 
 Secret debt trial (Aug-Oct 2021) press reports https://bit.ly/Moz-secret-debt 

Kroll - Full report on $2bn debt - http://bit.ly/Kroll-Moz 
Kroll report summary - http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum 
Key points of Mozambique parliament report - Nov 2016 - http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En 
Following the donor-designed path to Mozambique's $2.2 bn debt - http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon 

In Portuguese: 
Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete) bit.ly/MozAR-debt 
2018 Constitution - http://bit.ly/2KF588T 

 
Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are inviting 
scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElData 
Election newsletters are on http://bit.ly/2H066Kg 
 
Ten books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books 
Bangladesh confronts climate change (2016) 
Chickens and beer:  A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique (2014) is on https://bit.ly/Chickens-Beer 
Há Mais Bicicletas – mas há desenvolvimento? (2008) 
Civil War Civil Peace (2006): https://bit.ly/Civil-War-Civil-Peace  
Moçambique e as grandes cheias de 2000 (2001) 
Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000 (2001) 
Paz Sem Beneficio: Como o FMI Bloqueia a Reconstrução (1997) 
Peace Without Profit: How the IMF Blocks Rebuilding (1996) 
Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots (1991) 
Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire (1984) 
Apartheid’s 2nd Front (1986) <available shortly> 
 
These are still available for sale: 
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento (2014) (free in English) 
Zimbabwe takes back its land (2013) 
Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South (2010) 
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? (2008) (free in Portuguese)  
Beggar Your Neighbours: Apartheid Power in Southern Africa (1986) 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Mozambique media websites, English: 
  Club of Mozambique (free): http://clubofmozambique.com/ 
  Zitamar (paywall): http://zitamar.com/ 
Mozambique media websites, Portuguese (all with partial paywall): 
  Notícias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz  
  O País: www.opais.co.mz  
  @Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz  
  Carta de Moçambique https://cartamz.com 
Mozambique think tanks and pressure groups, Portuguese: 
  Centro de Integridade Pública: CIP  https://cipmoz.org/ 
  Observatório do Meio Rural: OMR  https://omrmz.org/ 
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  Instituto de Estudos Sociais e Económicos: IESE https://www.iese.ac.mz/ 
  Centro Para Democracia e Desenvolvimento CDD https://cddmoz.org/ (some CDD in English) 
    Also CDD now controls Fórum de Monitoria do Orçamento - FMO (main debt group) http://www.fmo.org.mz  
    and RMDDH - Rede Moçambicana dos Defensores dos Direitos Humanos (a human rights group).  
    To subscribe to all CDD publications: http://eepurl.com/gO9l6v (English or Portuguese). 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
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