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Cyclone Freddy to turn around again
to hit Quelimane a 2" time

Cyclone Freddy slowed down and did not hit Quelimane until Saturday evening, using the extra
day to collect more energy and water. Freddy will weaken as it moves inland, but most forecasts
are that it will turn around on Tuesday at the Malawi border and move back out to sea on
Wednesday, with more heavy rain in Quelimane, where the total rainfall from Freddy could exceed
350 mm. Hitting Mozambique twice and turning back out to sea both times will be unprecedented
for a Mozambican cyclone.

There was major damage to trees and buildings in Quelimane and all communications were cut.
Electricity supply had been shut off as a precaution. EDM spokesman Luis Amando estimated 150
posts of media tension line, four transformer posts, and 7 km of low tension lines were damaged,
leaving 100,000 people without power. TVM news footage from Sunday is on
https://www.facebook.com/INGD.Mocambique/videos/174482912017629

Beira also had heavy rains and electricity cuts.

The chair of the National Disaster Management Institute (INGD), Luisa Meque, ordered the
compulsory removal of people still living in flood-prone areas, in parts of Zambezia, Sofala and
Manica provinces threatened by cyclone Freddy. The INGD sent teams to assist in the removal of
people from dangerous areas, particularly near the banks of the Licungo river. “We are focusing on
compulsory removal”, said Meque. “The greater the number of people we remove from these areas,
the fewer will be the number of human victims of the cyclone”. (AIM 12 Mar)

Mozambique has always had disasters. In the past four decades there have been 13 droughts
(secas), 27 cyclones (ciclones), 36 floods (cheias) and 29 epidemics (epidemias) according to a
new report from OMR. And it shows that extreme events have increased in Mozambique since
1995, almost surely due to the climate emergency:
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Figura 1. Tendéncia de eventos climéaticos extremos e epidemias
entre 1980 = 2022 em Mocambique.
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Inundacdes em Mocambique: o factor humano como agravante, by Joao Mosca and
Nehemias Lasse, Observatorio do Meio Rural, Destaque Rural 209 (Portuguese only)
https://omrmz.org/destaque _rural/dr-209-inundacoes-em-mocambique-o-factor-humano-como-

agravante/

Don't tell people their resettlement rights

The planned Mphanda Nkuwa dam, just downstream from Cahora Bassa, will force 1400 families
to move. Development projects take priority over lands rights, but people forced off their land must
be properly resettled. This has not happened with coal mines in Tete, gas and rubies in Cabo
Delgado, and other projects, causing conflicts and protests lasting decades.

After so may bad experiences, including displaced fishers and miners joining the insurgency in
Cabo Delgado, one might have thought it useful to try to settle the issue in advance. But Frelimo
disagrees.

Officially, there is free movement in Mozambique and NGOs do not need permission to go into
villages. But the NGO Justica Ambiental (JA!) says it has been barred, and that community leaders
were told by the locality chief that they should not allow members of the community to meet with
JAl. Subsequently, the Marara district administrator said in a meeting with JA! that environmental
activists cannot go to the project region to talk about rights and laws, or mention the impacts of
other megaprojects. "The dam project should not be crucified for the sins of Jindal's previous coal
projects. We cannot be pessimistic and think that will happen here in Marara," he added.
https://justica-ambiental.org/2023/03/06/lideres-das-comunidades-da-regiao-de-mphanda-nkuwa-
recebem-ordens-superiores-para-nao-serem-capacitados-sobre-os-seus-direitos

JA! has always opposed Mphanda Nkuwa.

Rio Tinto preparing to start the digging up of 80 km
of beach from Inhambane south to Inharrime.

Mutamba Mineral Sands, owned by mining giant Rio Tinto, is planning to mine heavy sands in 25,000
ha it has a licence for in Jangamo, Inhambane. The first phase, of just 261 ha, will displace 54 houses,
17 commercial establishments, and 173 cultivated fields. (Zitamar 27 Feb) The people want equivalent
farmland nearby, but this will be hard to provide because mining companies have concessions or
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applications to dig up the entire beach from Inhambane town 80 km south to Inharrime, and going from
the sea 10 km inland to and including the N1 main road.

Mutamba sands has the concession for a 30 km long strip in the middle of the zone. A company called
+258 Limitada has applied for a mining concession for 21,000 ha north of the Mutamba concession to
within 5km of Tofo beach. +258 Limitada involves all of the Frelimo elite, including families of former
presidents Samora Machel, Joaquim Chissano and Armando Guebuza, as well as Frelimo Political
Commission member General Alberto Chipande. (@Verdade 18 Oct 2016)

Heavy sands are historic sand dunes which a dug up by huge dredges and then sieved for titanium (for
white paint and dye), rutile and zircon (both used in the foundry and ceramics industries).

Will government release incriminating documents or
accept losing key hidden debts case?

Mozambique's government is suing Credit Suisse and Privinvest in London for bribing public
officials to enter into the $2bn secret debt. The case is now in pre-trial hearings and Judge Robin
Knowles has ordered the government to provide documents from the State Information and
Security Service (SISE) and the Office of the President. These are relevant because senior SISE
officials have been convicted of taking bribes and because President Nyusi was defence minister
at the time. Knowles has threatened to not allow the case to go ahead ("strike out" in legal jargon)
if the documents are not provided.

The just completed secrets debt case in Maputo jailed allies and family of former President
Armando Guebuza - who were manifestly guilty. But it would be highly surprising if allies of the
current president, and even senior people in Frelimo, were not also involved. Former Finance
Minister Manuel Change has been kept in a South African prison for four years while the
Mozambican government tries to stop him being extradited to the United States, where he would
surely spill the beans. Is Frelimo so anxious to protect some key people that it will give up on the
London case it seems likely to win?

France and EU step up military involvement in Cabo Delgado

The EU is funding the French Defence Ministry agency Economat des Armées (EDA) to deliver a
maritime security programme in Mozambique. The European "Peace” Facility (EPF), which actually
funds arms purchases, is funding EDA to buy from the French company Zodiac Milpro eight 9-
metre rigid-inflatable boats for the Mozambique coastguard. Last year the EPF paid for 35
speedboats from the Dutch company Tideman for use in Cabo Delgado. Mozambique already has
two Tideman pilot boats in Maputo port. EDA does logistics for the French military in the Sahel and
for peacekeeping missions. (Africa Intelligence 10 Mar 2023, 28 Oct 2022)

Other news

Top rap artist Azagaia died 9 March at age 38, apparently from epilepsy related issues. Born
Edson da Luz, he criticized the Mozambican political system and rapped about the most vulnerable
social groups, including the former migrant workers in East Germany (known colloquially as
“madgermanes”) and the veterans of the civil war. Zitamar comments that "his image was that of a
courageous Mozambican representing the powerless," and his music was not broadcast on state
radio, despite its popularity. Mia Couto wrote: "In his art, he questioned the immorality of the elite
and said there was not much difference between the different parties, with privileged access to the
same pot."

Edson Macuacua has been named Deputy Minister for Science, Technology and Higher

Education. Previously high in Frelimo, in 2013 he became Spokesperson to President Armando
Guebuza. From 2014, which marked the end of Guebuza's terms, he held the important position as
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chair of the parliament's 15 commission, on Constitutional Affairs, Human Rights and Legality and
was also Frelimo party secretary for economic affairs. But under President Filipe Nyusi he seemed
to lose status. In January 2020 he was named secretary of state for Manica province and lost that
post in January this year. The new post of Deputy Minister for Science was created for him, and at
his formal inauguration he said that "the government has its policies" and "we will work and make
our humble contribution to meeting the challenges.”

A drug trafficker continues to do business from jail, admitted Enina Tsenine, provincial
spokeswoman for the national criminal investigation service SERNIC. He is known as Nahota, and
has been imprisoned in Nampula for several months, She acknowledged that corruption has
created weaknesses in the prison system. Enina Tsenine was speaking in the context of the arrest
of five Mozambicans, including one woman, accused of trafficking about half a ton of heroin and
methamphetamines which were seized earlier this year on Mozambique Island. The group has
links with Nahota, who owns several boats in the coastal districts of Nampula. (VOA, AIM, Zitamar)

The kidnapping industry has extorted $34mn from businessmen and their families in
Mozambique, CTA business association president Agostinho Vuma said 27 February, citing
provisional data from a CTA study. He said kidnappings have resulted in capital flight and a loss of
investment in the national economy.

Government is not paying its bills, not paying invoices on time and failing to reimburse
businesses for the Value Added Tax (VAT) paid when marketing goods, CTA president Agostinho
Vuma said 27 February. (Zitamar 28 Feb) Government cannot pay for election registration
equipment already delivered. (CIP Elections 9 Mar)

ARTICLES MAY BE FREELY REPRINTED but
please cite the source: "Mozambique News Reports and Clippings".

To cite for academic purposes, treat as a blog or a newspaper. Normal citation format would be:
"Mozambigue News Reports & Clippings, number XXX", DATE, bit.ly/Mozamb, accessed XXX.

Elections

CIP Mozambique Elections Bulletin is published by Centro de Integridade Publica (CIP
https://www.cipmoz.org; https://cipeleicoes.org/eng/ cip@cipmoz.orq).

To subscribe or unsubscribe: https://bit.ly/MozBul-sub Past election newsletters are on https://bit.ly/CIP-El
Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are inviting
scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozEIData Election data: http://bit.ly/MozEIData

Important external links

Books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: https:/bit.ly/HanlonBooks
Flood, cyclone and weather: weather https://www.inam.gov.mz/
rainfall https://www.inam.gov.mz/images/DAPT_Previsoes/Manha/Previsao _Manha.pdf
Daily flood and monthly dry season reports - https://bit.ly/Moz-Flood-2023
Cyclone trackers, https://bit.ly/Reunion-cyclone, https://www.metoc.navy.mil/jtwc/jtwc.html
(which uses z time which is UCT - Coordinated Universal Time) and https://www.cyclocane.com/
Two LSE working papers - World Bank questions its Mozambique 'success' where oligarchs brought
high inequality, poverty and corruption - https://bit.ly/Moz-LSE-208c and How the IMF and World Bank
caused aresource curse and civil war in Mozambique - https://bit.ly/Moz-LSE-209
Minimum wage & exchange rate charts, tables 1996-2022 https:/bit.ly/MozMinWage2022
Previous editions of this newsletter: https://bit.ly/MozNews2023 and https://bit.ly/MozNews2022
My Mozambique archive: http://bit.ly/Mozamb
TSU_Tabela-Salarial-Unica - law, decrees, points system (2 Mb) https://bit.ly/Moz-TSU

Cabo Delgado

Cabo Ligado weekly report on civil war https://www.caboligado.com/

Archive with reports, detailed maps, and census data https://bit.ly/Moz-CDg
Special reports on the war
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Evolution of the war: global vs local. 27 Feb 2020 http://bit.ly/CDelgadoQrigins
Religion is shaping Cabo Delgado civil war. 30 April 2020 https://bit.ly/CDelgadoReligion
Intensifying argument over roots of war. 28 June 2020 https://bit.ly/Moz-492
Are the drums of war silencing any hope of peace? 26 July 2020 http://bit.ly/Moz-496
A history of violence presages the insurgency. 13 August 2020 http://bit.ly/M0z-498
Military & economic intervention. 3 Sept 2020 https://bit.ly/CDelgadointervene
Cabo-Delgado-Free-for-all. 20 Apr 2022. https://bit.ly/M0z-593

Mozambique heroin transit trade
English - LSE - 2018 - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin
Portuguese - CIP- 2018 - http://bit.ly/HeroinaPT
2001 first article- Metical - English and Portuguese https://bit.ly/MozHeroin2001

Gas for development?
Gas_for_development_or just_for_money?_ 2015 bit.ly/MozGasEng
Gas_para_desenvolvimento_ou_apenas_dinheiro?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasPt

Background reading

Special reports
Social protection report - 2017 Mozambique - http://bit.ly/MozSocPro
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty
$2bn secret debt - in English
Secret debt trial (Aug-Oct 2021) press reports https://bit.ly/Moz-secret-debt
Kroll - Full report on $2bn debt - http:/bit.ly/Kroll-Moz
Kroll report summary - http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum
Key points of Mozambique parliament report - Nov 2016 - http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En
Following the donor-designed path to Mozambique's $2.2 bn debt - http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon
In Portuguese:
Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete) bit.ly/MozAR-debt
2018 Constitution - http://bit.ly/2KF588T

Eleven books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: https://bit.ly/HanlonBooks
Zimbabwe takes back its land (2013) https://bit.ly/Zim-takes-land

Bangladesh confronts climate change (2016)

Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique (2014) is on https://bit.ly/Chickens-Beer
Ha Mais Bicicletas — mas ha desenvolvimento? (2008)

Civil War Civil Peace (2006): https://bit.ly/Civil-War-Civil-Peace

Mocambique e as grandes cheias de 2000 (2001)

Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000 (2001)

Paz Sem Beneficio: Como o FMI Bloqueia a Reconstrugédo (1997)

Peace Without Profit: How the IMF Blocks Rebuilding (1996) https://bit.ly/Peace-wo-Profit
Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots (1991) https://bit.ly/Shots-Moz

Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire (1984)

These are still available for sale:

Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento (2014) (free in English)

Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South (2010)
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? (2008) (free in Portuguese)

Beggar Your Neighbours: Apartheid Power in Southern Africa (1986)

Mozambique media websites, English:
Club of Mozambique (free): http://clubofmozambique.com/
Zitamar (paywall): http://zitamar.com/

Mozambique media websites, Portuguese (all with partial paywall):
Noticias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz
O Pais: www.opais.co.mz
@Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz
Carta de Mogambique https://cartamz.com

Mozambique think tanks and pressure groups, Portuguese:
Centro de Integridade Publica: CIP https://cipmoz.org/
Observatério do Meio Rural: OMR https://omrmz.org/
Instituto de Estudos Sociais e Econdmicos: IESE https://www.iese.ac.mz/
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Centro Para Democracia e Desenvolvimento CDD https://cddmoz.org/ (some CDD in English)
Also CDD now controls Férum de Monitoria do Orcamento - FMO (main debt group) http://www.fmo.org.mz
and RMDDH - Rede Mogambicana dos Defensores dos Direitos Humanos (a human rights group).
To subscribe to all CDD publications: http://eepurl.com/gO9l6v (English or Portuguese).

This newsletter is distributed on dev-mozambique list by JISC. We hold only your e-mail address and never
share our subscription list with anyone. To subscribe or unsubscribe: https://bit.ly/Moz-sub
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