MOZAMBIQUE 171
News reports & clippings
12 October 2010
=========

Economic ministers sacked
Health minister also dismissed
Following the publication of the most recent survey showing that poverty is increasing, as
well as the riots in Maputo over rising food prices and lack of jobs, President Armando
Guebuza yesterday sacked both the agriculture and industry ministers.
Frelimo heavyweight Jose Pacheco becomes Minister of Agriculture. He is a member of the
Frelimo Political Commission, an agronomist by training, and a former deputy minister of
agriculture (1995 -97). He is moved from the post of Minister of Interior, where is has been
fighting a bitter battle against entrenched corruption and organised crime links inside the
police.
Mozambique has been trying to find an agriculture policy for 35 years. A constant stress on
big farms and, in the past 15 years, foreign investment and a pure free market has meant
the failure to develop peasant and small commercial farming. Most Mozambicans still do not
use any modern inputs such as fertiliser and still only use a hoe for tilling.
In the last action under the old minister, it was announced that Mozambique would not follow
the model of neighbouring Malawi which doubled maize production and reduced poverty
through a fertiliser subsidy. Instead, Mozambique said it would continue to depend on
improved infrastructure to support the private sector, with a deeper channel in Beira port
allowing larger ships, and a private company building a new fertiliser warehouse.
Will Pacheco follow the model of other African countries that have successfully promoted
the “green revolution” and opt for a more interventionist strategy? With a seat on the Political
Commission, he will have more influence with President Armando Guebuza than the
dismissed minister, Soares Nhaca, and thus more space to change direction.
The new Minister of Trade and Industry is Armando Inroga, president of the Mozambican
Economists Association (Associacao Moçambicana de Economistas, AMECON), and a
teacher in the economics faculty of Universidade Eduardo Mondlane. He replaces Antonio
Fernando who made little impact in the post.
Alberto Ricardo Mondlane, appointed just a year ago as rector of Police Sciences Academy
(Academia de Ciencias Policiais) becomes the new Interior Minister. First trained as a
policeman at the Nachingweia camp in Tanzania during the liberation war, he had later
training in the former East Germany, and has a masters degree in law from Universidade
Eduardo Mondlane.

Health minister dismissed

Also dismissed is Ivo Garrido as Minister of Health. Although he improved front line curative
health services, particularly in the hospitals, he was accused of arrogance and he fell out
with both doctors and the technical staff within the ministry. For example, dismissals and
resignations severely damaged what had been a very effective medicines distribution
system, leading to less control and more thefts and shortages.
The new Health Minister is Alexandre Lourenço Jaime Manguele, a doctor but with a
specialism in public health. Previous posts include national director of health and inspector
general in the ministry. He is currently “vereador” (head or municipal ”minister”) of health
and social action on the Maputo City Council.
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Now in paper at a reasonable price

Do bicycles equal development
in Mozambique?
by Joseph Hanlon & Teresa Smart
is now available in paperback, for £17.99 (+ p&p)
only from the publisher
http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=13503
and on
Amazon.com for $27.95
Amazon.co.uk for £17.09

Just Give Money to the Poor:
The Development Revolution from the Global South
by Joseph Hanlon, Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme
Most of this book can now be read on the web
http://tinyurl.com/justgivemoney
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Two working papers on the web
Poverty is not being reduced in Mozambique
LSE Crisis States Research Centre Working Paper No. 74 (series 2)
Benedito Cunguara and Joseph Hanlon
http://www.crisisstates.com/Publications/wp/WP74.2.htm
June 2010 também em Portugues
Mozambique’s Elite – Finding its Way in a Globalized World and Returning to Old
Development Models
Joseph Hanlon and Marcelo Mosse September 2010
WP/105 UNU-WIDER: The Role of Elites in Economic Development project
http://www.wider.unu.edu/publications/working-papers/2010/en_GB/wp2010-105/
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Also on the web: Previous newsletters and other Mozambique material are posted on
tinyurl.com/mozamb
(If links do not work, copy and paste the address in your browser)
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Mozambique media websites:
Noticias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz
Pais: www.opais.co.mz
Savana: www.savana.co.mz
Canal de Moçambique: www.canalmoz.com
AIM Reports: www.poptel.org.uk/mozambique-news
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