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FIRE DAMAGES 

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY

A major fire on 25 May seriously damaged the centre section of the Ministry of Agriculture in Maputo. The offices of the minister, vice-minister, the inspector general, and cooperation and the donor ProAgri programme were all destroyed. Also destroyed were the offices of livestock (Pecuária) and economy departments and a large part of the historic archives.

SEE ATTACHED FILE WITH TWO PHOTOS
POVERTY OBSERVATORY

‘WINDOW DRESSING’

The Poverty Observatory is dismissed as “a window dressing ritual, where people achieve nothing but ‘participating in participation’,” according to an evaluation carried out for the World Bank and Swiss Cooperation (SDC). The Observatory is simply a mechanism in which “the two main power holders, the government and its international partners”, gain “the comfort that they have gone through the requirement of involving the so-called beneficiaries in their programmes and projects.”

The Observatory was set up by the government but there is no evidence that the government pays any attention to it; it is purely consultative and there are no channels of feedback or accountability. Another problem is “the low trust that civil society organisations currently enjoy in Mozambican society.”

The study was carried out by Konrad Matter of Gerster Consulting and Antonio Francisco.

MINIMUM WAGE UP TO

$64 PER MONTH

The minimum industrial and service wage has been increased significantly, in real terms, from the equivalent of $56.50 last year to $63.60 (1645 MTn) per month this year. The minimum agricultural wage also rises, but by a smaller amount, from $40.15 to $43.60 (1126 MTn). This means the real minimum wage has more than tripled since it was pushed below $20 by the IMF in the early 1990s. The minimum industrial wage rose over $30 in 1998, over $40 in 2003, and over $50 in 2005.

MALARIA REMAINS BIGGEST KILLER

BUT HIV/AIDS GROWING PROBLEM

Malaria is still the main cause of death in Mozambique, causing about 5000 deaths a year, according to the Ministry of Health. But as the result of a vaccination campaign, there were no measles deaths in 2006.

HIV/AIDS is now the second biggest killer, and more than 50,000 people are now on anti-retroviral (ARV) treatment, and the Ministry of Health hopes to expand this to 96,000 by the end of the year. But César Mufanequiço, coordinator of the movement for ARV treatment, says this is not enough, because there are 300,000 HIV positive Mozambicans who could benefit from ARVs.

STILL COLLECTING SHELLS
Rockets and artillery shells thrown across a wide areas in the armoury explosion on 22 March were still being collected in May, the Council of Ministers admitted. The final death toll was 104, with 515 injured; 19 are still hospitalised including six children in South Africa. Damage included 1327 houses (of which 97 were destroyed) and 57 shops (13 destroyed). Following the explosion, the military has destroyed 1300 tonnes of obsolete munitions. 

But a statement issued by an NGO forum and the Human Rights League (O Fórum de Associações Comunitárias (FAC) dos bairros de Maputo junto com a Liga dos Direitos humanos (LdH)) accuses the government of underestimating the damage caused. They complained that they were stopped from making an independent survey, but that they were able to determine that in the neighbourhoods of Matendene, Zimpeto, and Malhazine ‘most’ families were affected, but received no help in repairing damage to their houses.

FOREIGN DEBT DOWN 

TO $2 BILLION

Mozambique’s foreign debt at the end of 2006 stood at $3.3 billion, but of that, $1.1 billion need not be repaid because it is debt the World Bank has already agreed to cancel but, for bookkeeping reasons, only does so as it comes due. In addition, on 10 May 2007 Mozambique signed an agreement to buy back $176 million of commercial debt held by Serbia, the Czech Republic, Brazil and India at 10% of face value, paid for by Norway. This leaves a real outstanding foreign debt of about $2 billion, which is being serviced at a cost of roughly $1 million per week.

Domestic debt stock is $200 million, according to Finance Minister Manuel Chang.

ZAMBEZE FLOOD 

AFFECTED 285,000

The February flood in the Zambeze river valley affected 285,000 people who lost homes, crops or other goods; of these, 107,000 took refuge in 52 accommodation centres. Efforts are being made to encourage people not to return to the most flood-exposed areas, and 24,000 plots are being marked out on higher ground.

MORE ROADS BETTER

THAN FOOD RESERVE

There is growing pressure to return to the system of the 1980s whereby Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Malawi and other countries maintained large food reserves which could be released in the event of a drought. But in a statement to parliament, Industry and Trade Minister Antonio Fernando said the cost would be $70 million per year, and that it would be more cost effective to use the money to improve the road network and increase the trade in food.

CURBS ON PRESS
Following the controversy caused by the live broadcasting of the trial of the killers of Carlos Cardoso, which included the son of then President Chissano as a controversial witness, parliament has passed a bill introduced by government which would ban all cameras and microphones in courtrooms. This would follow British practice, but not the more open practices of Portugal and some US states. The same bill, which relates to court reorganisation, would also allow judges to exclude the press and public “to safeguard the dignity of persons and public order or for any other powerful reasons,” which are not defined. The media are concerned that this will lead to secret trials, especially where important people are involved, and has appealed to President Guebuza to veto the law.

PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS

IN THE RAIN?
The constitution requires that the first provincial assembly elections be carried out by the end of January 2008, but it remains unclear if it will be possible. Both Frelimo and Renamo have taken a macho stand saying elections must be held this year, despite growing pressure from civil society to postpone them on the grounds that it is silly and expensive to have provincial elections this year, local elections next year, and national elections in 2009.

The elections will require an entirely new registration, which can only take place after the national census in August. Antonio Carrasco, director general of the Election Administration Technical Secretariat (STAE) estimates the cost of registration and elections as $45 million. It would be possible to have an election at the end of December or in January, but that is at the height of the rainy season.

The five members of the National Election Commission named by the parliamentary parties have started work, and the Electoral Observatory has proposed its eight candidates for the NGO seats. There has been quite a competition for the posts, which are widely seen as well paid sinecures that do not require too much work. 

Those proposed are:

+ Vieira Mario, chair of the Mozambican chapter of the regional press freedom body, MISA 

+ Alice Mabota, chair of the Mozambican Human Rights League

+ Paulo Cuinica, coordinator of the G-20 group of anti-poverty NGOs

+ Salomao Moyana, journalist and former editor of Zambeze

+ Ali Jamal, a university lecturer proposed by the Islamic Council

+ Eduardo Munhequete, chair of the National Youth Council

+ Rev. Leonardo Massango, who chaired the elections commission in Cabo Delgado in 2004

+ Arlindo Mrirua, a Nampula teacher proposed by both Christian and Islamic councils, and formerly head of a district elections commission.
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